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Although the pillory is an antiquated form of 
punishment and has by general consent been abolish- 


ed, there is still in existence a sort of moral develop- 
ment of the old material institution, We do not now 


exhibit the delinquent in propria persona, and force 
him to suffer the derision, contempt, and hatred of a 


gaping crowd. We may, however, very effectually 
pillory a man who has been guilty of a base action or 
a“dirty trick” by giving publicity to his perfor- 
mance, With or without comment. There are some 
cases in which this modern form of pillory is well de- 
served and a few in which it may do good. 


Not a week passes without our receiving from 
correspondents some account of a case which they 
desire published. Direct and oblique methods of 
advertising seem especially to be singled out for 
treatment by pillory, and there must be now quite a 
number of practitioners who wonder why their com- 
munications have not appeared in these columns. 
The explanation is—that we send all the grosser 
cases on to the Registration Committee of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, the more trivial 
ones go to the waste paper basket. This course is 
adopted not because we are afraid of giving offence 
but lest we should do an injustice to the individual. 
Newspaper reports are not to be implicitly relied 
ipon, and even the truth is not always sufficient ex- 
cuse for publicity. 


We hold that the Registration Committee is the 
proper body to deal with unprofessional conduct, and 
that very few cases arise in which the behaviour of 
Mctitioners is such as to be outside the range of the 
Committee and yet within the sphere of a journalistic 
pilory. There are “doubtless some professional 
‘ctions which the disciplinary powers of the R.C V.S. 
snot reach, but which might be corrected by a 

. wholesome publicity. These shall always have 
"attention, but they must be properly authentica- 
shes must not be of a class the publication of 
of a likely to be as detrimental to the good name 
Te wan surgeon as deterrent to the individual. 
i . lect to cry stinking fish, or to wash dirty linen 

publie street. Nocalling is exempt from black 
an and it is often more expedient to disguise their 
nee than to give them undue prominence. It 


is not always easy to select the communications 
worthy of publication. We receive a great number. 
Whenever a friend receives a silver mug from a 
grateful client he forwards us the local paper with a 
full account of the presentation. Whenever a practi- 
tioner has the misfortune to appear under less 
heroic circumstances in the columns of the local press 
his neighbour may be relied on to forward us the 
cutting. As a rule these communications are crowd- 
ed out of our columns by the excess of clinical articles 
sent by careful and grateful readers. 


CASES AND ARTICLES. 


TREATMENT OF FISTULA. 
By Vet.-Capt. S. M. Smrrn, A.V.D. Aldershot. 


After reading the account of the interesting paper 
by Mr. W. H. Brookes, published in your last issue, I 
should like to bring before the profession a simple 
line of treatment for quittor I adopted in India. 
Frequent cases of this troublesome disease arrive from 
Australia, some the result of injuries on board ship 
and others no doubt chronic. My method was to 
cast the animal and place under the influence of 
chloroform, and under perfect control. Then having 
thoroughly cleansed the part I sawed through the 
horn in a direct line from the coronet to the solar 
surface opposite the seat of sinus. A strong scalpel 
is then introduced at the coronet with the sharp edge ~ 
outwards, and gradually passed down the opening 
made by thesaw. Thus the sinus is vompletely des- 
troyed. The parts then thoroughly washed with 
perchloride of mercury solution, covered with a mix- 
ture of iodoform and boracic acid, over which a 
pledget of sterlized cotton is placed, and then a ban- 
dage over the whole. This dressing may be left for 
three or four days, after which treat as an ordinary 
injury antiseptically. I can safely recommend this 
line of treatment to any practitioner having an obstin- 
ate case under treatment. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE BOWEL DIS- 
ORDERS OF ANIMALS. 


By Henry Gray, Kensington. | 


In the majority of cases prolapsus of the rectum in 
the dog is easily reduced and retained. For this 
latter purpose I prefer the thick soft metallic wire 
used for suturing wounds of the horse, as it is less 
likely to cut through the soft tissues too soon and is 
not irritating. I pass it as deeply as I can, almost 
next to the bone. One or more sutures may be re- 
quired according to the size of the animal. The 
animal is generally held by assistant between his 
knees in an inverted position, but in some cases an 
anresthetic may be required to prevent intra-abdomi- 
nal pressure or straining. There are some cases, 
however, in which the bowel is only kept in position 
as long as you keep the means of retention in appli- 
cation. The bowel may come down again if you re- 
move the sutures after some days or weeks, or, where 
the owner of such a case has patience to keep the ani- 
mal, evenafter months. In onecase which I recorded in 

The Veterinary Journal, and which has been incorrect- 
ly quoted in an American translation of a German 
work on the ‘ Diseases of the Dog,”’ the two oppos- 
ing layers of the peritoneal covering of that portion 
of the bowel which was found after laparotomy to 
have telescoped upon itself, were adherent in conse- 
quence of the exudate thrown out between them 
having undergonesome degree of organisation. Some 
force was necessary to separate these layers one from 
the cther, by stretching the bowel. I passed a suture 
composed of a stout piece of flattened plaited silk and a 
flat needle through the skin, muscles, parietal periton- 
eum, then through the thick peritoneal covering of the 
bowel, and finally back again in an inverse direction 
through the other lip of the abdominal wound; after 
this I drew the ends of the suture together so that 
the bowel came in contact with the inner part of the 
abdominal wound and tied them over the skin ; other 
sutures were then passed through the skin and 
muscles and tied, and after the animal had recovered 
from the effect of chloroform, I prescribed a milk 
diet. Recovery was perfect, not even straining 
being noticed. The cutaneo-peritoneal suture was 
cut through and removed some days after, as it was 
thought adhesion of the bowel to the abdominal wall 
had sufficiently taken place to prevent a recurrence of 
the prolapse. The reason why I used silk instead of 
the orthodox cat-gut was that I thought this latter 
would have easily and early become softened, and on 
the animal attempting to defecate it might have 
given way. No doubt in my mind that the persistent 
glen of the bowel — the removal of the reten- 
ve measures was, in this case, d i 

of the bowel on itself. 

rolapse of Intussuscepted Bowel.—Another 

prolapse is where the anterior bowel 

the ileo-cecal opening into the posterior bowel 

appear outside the anus, and resembling prolapsus of 
the rectum. The difference here is that on pressing 


back the protrusion it goes back with very little 


effort, the sphincter ani does not seem to oppose it as 
in prolapse of the rectum, the intra-abdominal pres. 
sure or straining is very slight; it seems as if the 
protruded mass does not fill the lumer of the anal 
opening. It is seen chiefly in young dogs, even only 
a month old. In many cases shock is great and 
great care is required in manipulating the bowel in 
consequence of increasing shock and perhaps death. 
Reposition is possible by well vaselining the bowel 
and gently pushing it up the rectum as far as the 
finger will admit, and then by means of a vaginal 
nozzle piece of a Higginson’s syringe or even a horse 
catheter. It may be necessary to keep a pessary 
composed of a vaginal nozzle piece of a syringe up the 
réctum and fixed to the anus by sutures. Warm 
water enemata may be used to force the gut back 
through the ileo-cw#cal opening. They should be 

given to the animal when held in an inverted position 

so as to favour gravitation both of the bowel and 

water. Failing these methods to replace the bowel 

laparatomy and reposition of the parts will be neces- 

sary. Again, I must repeat that care must be taken 

if the bowel is severely inflamed not to manipulate it 

too roughly, as death from shock may take place 

immediately. 

Both this complaint and that of simple prolapsus is 
due to feeding young animals on indigestible material, 
or giving areca nut for worms. |! have frequently 
found on post-mortem of young dogs or puppies that 
areca nut may cause intussusception of any portion 
of the bowel. Shock and sudden death are not rare. 
Areca nut it is a poison to young dogs under six 
months of age, and even some adult animals are 
affected with shock and convulsions. 

Prolapsus in young pigs is due to indigestible food, 
that of sows to the same cause, together with debility 
and the straining of parturition. In one case 
which I passed tape sutures oiled with linseed ol 
scented with oil of origanum, the rats eat the sutures 
up to the openings in the flesh; they were replaced 
two or three times before the discovery of the cause 
the tapes disappearing was made. Stout galvanised 
wire or iron passed through instead of tape, 
killing the rats overcame this difficulty. 

Prolapsus of the rectum in the horse and cous 3 
easily replaced in many cases without either castilg 
the animal, or what is better anethetising it. 
there are many cases in which some length of the 
bowel protrudes and the animal strains severely 
it is almost impossible to replace the extruded mas 
without previously casting or anesthetising. Where 
this latter method is objected to the best planis ® 
cast the animal and then raise its hind quarters”) 
means of a pulley attached to a beam on the one bat 
and to hobbles made of soft rope or webbing 
above the hocks on the other. Its hinder parts 
be so raised that the position of the animal is 1% 
oblique direction with its back towards the 8" tb 
and the croup elevated to a height convenient to 
operator. The pelvic and posterior abdominal vi 
are thrown in a direction towards the diaphrsg 
intra-abdominal pressure is reduced, and the : ; 
ing efforts of the beast are rendered abortive. ee 
the declining position favours the reposition ° 
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prolapse. Before commencing this method 1 or 2 
ounces of chloral hydrate according to the strength, 


abdominal cavity when the seat of severe lesion.—I1 have 
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size, and state of health of the beast, should be given 
as a stupefiant. This method is also used in diffi- 
cult cases of prolapse of the womb, and those of mal- 
sition of the foetus during parturition. 
Shock caused by manipulating the contents of the 


frequently observed on manipulating the contents of 
the abdominal cavity through the abdominal wall by 
means of the hand for diagnostic purposes, that 
animals having severe lesions of the alimentary canal, 
notably those of the stomach and duodenum, are 
liable to intense shock, and even immediate death 
may be caused. All of a sudden intra-abdominal 
pressure is reduced, vomiting or reaching may take 
place, the animal becomes cold, clammy, listless, the 
lips, gums, and tongue pallid and cold; he no longer 
resists interference, and seems lost to his surround- 
ings. Injection of ether may rouse him but death 
gradually supervenes. In other cases death is sudden. 
1 remember once manipulating the abdomen of a 
strong male cat belonging to a medical man and said 
to have been seized with fits of crying as if in pain 
only the morning I saw him. I detected a tumour 
the size of a medium sized orange in the abdominal 
cavity, and before I had finished the animal suddenly 
collapsed and died. Before attempting to touch the 
animal there was no indication of the animal being 
exhausted or that death was near. On making a 
post-mortem examination I found the tumour in the 
mesentery to be a pus cavity, which seemed to be 
formed between the two layers of the mesentery and 
containing pinkish white pus. No other lesion was 
discovered, and in my mind sudden death was due to 
shock brought about by manipulating the tumour. I 
have observed several similar phenomena in the dog 
when affected with gastritis, impaction of the duode- 
hum, duodenitis, intussusception. 


AN UNOFFICIAL LECTURE. 


Town v. Counrry Practice. 


The opposite bank of the river always looks more 
Promising from an angler’s point of view than the 
one from which he is flogging the stream. Some 
‘uch feeling is at the root of our disccntent ; town 
men envying the go-as-you-please country practi- 
bie fe and rural veterinary surgeons longing for the 
« ees, if not the restraints, which a fashionable 
"bal practice imposes upon the incumbent. 

osophers have tried to teach us that no one 
oo “p is happier than another, and poets have 
fo . to imbue us with the belief that joy can only 

, ere ourselves. To those about to make their 
disaay We May suggest a few of the advantages and 

. ng of both town and country practice. 

of ur ne over-crowding is of course the bane 
betnages oo One would almost think that the 
answer ith men to get a town business was an 
Ut it is noe eeston as to which is most desirable, 

‘not. It isno play upon words to say that 


best fitted to succeed in the crowded city, and others 
in rural work where rough and ready methods 
obtain. 

In the large towns a forge is almost essential for 
one who would do much business. It brings with it 
many cares, and needs capital to work with, even if 
the owner is given a fair start without an incubus in 
the shape of a partner to pay out, an annuitant, or a 
portion of purchase money remaining. 

Strikes, incompetent workmen, quarrels, and drunk- 
enness have to be reckoned with. Accidents in the 
forge or on the road home, pricks, and other injuries 
inflicted by careless or bad tempered farriers, all re- 
coil upon the principal, who has very little power to 
prevent them. He may choose the best men, and pay 
more wages than his neighbours, but he has to com- 
pete with farriers who work at the fire themselves, 
and whose social position does not preclude them 
from having a friendly glass with the coachman. 
The system of bribery and corruption is rife, nor is 
it confined to the working master farrier. During 
the strike of London farriers, some very hard say- 
ings found their way intothe public press and have 
not, because they could not have, been refuted. 

Here is a stumbling block for the young practitioner 
who may be most desirous of going straight, but has 
such a crooked lot of people to deal with that he is 
at his wit’s end how to manage them, and reconcile 
his conscience at the same time. It is hard to losea 
good customer because some less honest man will 
give a larger commission, but one has to do it and 
see rogues grow fat, or else stoop to their nefarious 
practices. These surely are good reasons for the 
divorce of the forge, by a profession seeking every 
other means of elevating itself in the public 
estimation. 

The shoeing shop needs personal supervision and 
entails an amount of book-keeping and office work 
which robs a man of time for improvement by read- 
ing and the prosecution of professional study. 

Rent again is such a heavy item that it goes far 
to neutralise any of the big fees so envied of the 
countryman. The house and forge are too often 
separate, entail two rents and the proprietor’s time 
is divided between them. Piece work is the only 
kind by which the employer can check the men’s 
| work, and with that he cannot always ensure their | 
honesty. Taxes and rates being all based on the 
rental are necessarily high, even gas is burned with- 
out regard to cost by those who do not pay for it. 

The examinations which form so large a propor- 
tion of the high class town practice have often to be 
made under the most unfavourable conditions—in 
dark foggy weather, with no fair test of wind, and 
possibly a steam chaff cutter turned on if there hap- 
pens to be a short “‘ride’’ where the examiner uses 
his poor opportunities as best he may. He is never- 
theless required to be infallible, and held responsible 
in pocket and reputation if unsoundness escapes his 
observation. 

The town practice has need of assiduous attention, 
since the client has a choice of other good men if his 
own veterinary surgeon is not at home. He will 
brook but little delay, and there are always unscrupu- 


m 
“nate urbane, and others rustic. Some are 


lous opponents ready to step in if the regular atten- 
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dant is absent, or make the most of a mistake if it 
comes under their notice. The town practitioner too 
often has to deal with the coachman, and too seldom 
has an audience of his employer. 
A few only of the disabilities of the urban practi- 
tioner have been recited above. On the other hand 
he has the advantage of a large equine population of 
great value near at hand ; hemay pay halfa dozen visits 
in half an hour and book more for them than for a 
long day’s work in the country. His patients are 
not three fields off and their attendants occupied on 
another part of the farm. The coachman or groom 
awaits him as a man of importance ; usually receives 
his orders with deference, and carries them out in- 
telligently. The practitioner has not to administer a 
ball because the attendant cannot give one, nor need 
he stop to put on a poultice. His role is that of a 
physician, not nurse, and his time is not wasted in 
idle gossip or speculation on the crop prospects. He 
has but few night calls, and very little dirty work. 
Although he may keep a shoeing forge, his profess- 
ional status is as good as he is personally worthy of. 
He can make it what he likes. 

The country practitioner—not the man who lives in 
a large provincial town, is usually of quite a different 
stamp from his town brother. He does not wear a 
silk hat and a frock coat on his morning round. He 
would feel like a pig in armour if he were attired like 
a West End man. To suit his work, which is often 
dirty and laborious, including a lot of castration at 
low rates, he must dress in breeches and gaiters, 
wear a pot hat, generally serviceable but seldom smart 
clothes. On one round he may have to see a lady 
about her pet dog, and spay pigs in the same hour, 
assist to get a colt out of a ditch, or pass a probang 
inacow. Itis obvious that he cannot be suitably 
attired for such various occupations and look the 
professional gentleman in his gig. Some men make 
a great effort in this respect, but by the time they are 
well enough known to be respected in their profession 
there is usually a falling off in appearances. 

Mileage is an important item to be charged, and 
much of the countryman’s time is spent on the road, 
exposed to all weathers. Returning home physi- 
cally tired, perhaps both cold and wet, an urgent 
message may await him to go back over the same 
ground again or several miles in another direction, 
or he may have kicked off his heavy boots and gone 
to a well earned night’s repose, when a call in his 
first sleep to a calving job must be obeyed, he leaves 
his warm bed and goes out into the bitter night 
rain, hail, or snow will aftord him no excuse. Stripped 
shirt he manfully applies himself to his work, which 
may take an hour or two or all night, and unless he 
is one of the few prudent men who carry a bag of 
clothes, he will have to drive home with his under- 
clothing wet and sticking to his skin. A dreadful 
picture this but a true one. It doesn’t occur very 
often, but it may happen twice in one week or two 
— 

n addition to the night calls, the length i 
occupied upon the road makes it difficult 
to get regular meals. The foundation of dyspepsia is 
thus laid, and the temptation is great to take a dose 
of “the devil in solution” which igs everywhere 


offered or to be purchased. The result of yielding to 
such inclination is too painfully apparent in many of 
our men, but happily less common than formerly. 

Farmers, who make up the bulk of a country 
practitioner’s clients are too often time-wasters, and 
will talk of everything but the business in hand. 
They are solicited by quacks and -inundated by the 
literature of vendors of animal medicines. At the 
fair and market they are unduly pressed to buy a 
case of medicines which they employ in the daylight 
and send for the vet. at night when they have given 
stuff, the composition of which is a secret, and the 
veterinary surgeon is in the dark, in a double sense, 
when asked to attend. 

“\f farmers would use the local practitioner’s medi- 
cines and send for him if the animal does not quickly 
recover, he would be in a better position to treat the 
case, gain more credit, and reap the legitimate profit 
of his sales. This is perhaps the sorest point with 
the country practitioner—worse even than the fact 
that the squire’s coachman brings back “ drinks” 
from his London vet., whose superiority over the 
countryman’s it would be profane to question. 

The gelder and the “‘ specialist,” if we may so call 
men .who undertake to treat poll-evil and fistulous 
withers on the system of no cure no pay, all tend 
to curtail the country practitioner’s income. 

Enough of his grievances have been cited. What 
of the advantages of a country practice ? These are 
not inconsiderable ; there is many a pleasant set of 
to the woes above described. To begin with, he has 
the advantage of fresh air, and does his work for the 
most part in wholesome surroundings. None of the 
filthy dark dens and railway arches which are used 
as stables in London. Rarely indeed is he exposed 
to the danger of glanders from horses or hydrophobis. 
from dogs, nor does the old maid with her cat haunt 
his dreams. It is not always bad weather, and may 
of his rides and drives are agreeable and profitable. 
His money is not spent in establishment expenses and 
tipping greedy servants or cantankerous horse keepet; 
made sullen by the offer of a bribe. He is not col 
demned to wear a tall hat and frock coat, that 
which no more unsuitable coverings can be name 
He enjoys a commodious house, plenty of stabling 
and a well manured garden, and if he doesn’t 
ought to do so. The man who accepts the drav- 
backs and dves not avail himself of the advantsg 
is, well, not a wise man. From fifteen to 
pounds per annum will provide him with prince! 
quarters as compared with those occupied by r 
town brother who pays five times as much rel 
and taxes. 

The one expensive item of horse flesh can be msi 
to work out at a profit if he is anything of a horse 
man. Provided he keeps one reliable night bor 
may be a brood mare, dropping her foal ™ a 
longest days, he can buy and school young _ 
as hacks, roadsters, or hunters, and his client 
think all the better of him for his mastery of 
which they understand themselves. Instead of thet 
ing askance at him if he turns up at @ _ he 
consider it quite the right thing for him a 
there, and his presence often leads 10 net 
The hunting man has confidence in the judg™ 
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a hunting vet. believes him to be practical, and will 
buy his mount although he cannot at the same time 
purchase his horsemanship. 
The country vet. is a persona grata, more esteemed 
than the doctor, and enjoying greater freedom from 
the anxieties that oppress brother squills who is sus- 
gected of frivolity if too often seen hunting. He 
may shoot, or engage in any kind of sport without in 
the least detracting from his professional reputation. 
He is not expected to be always grave, and if his 
clients see him at pleasure they also know that he 
ready for action if called upon. His opinion and 
advice upon all matters of sport carry weight, and 
he is a welcome guest at the market ordinary and 
all the chief functions of the year where a good 
dinner and a good carver are in request. 
He may prosecute any sort of hobby since he has 
spells of leisure in which he need not fret and fume 
because of his standing expenses, which we have said 
are very small. 
If he uses a little bit of land he may show what 
can be none with a ‘“‘ foundered ”’ horse, and take in 
a town brother’s cripples to pay the rent, making 
him all the bigger man in his village. There are 
many things about the life of a country practitioner 
that makes it agreeable, but enough has been said 
perhaps to prove that the advantages outweigh the 
disabilities, and whether a man chooses to spend his 
life in town or country, there are amenities as well as 
difficulties which are great or little according to the 

individual’s suitability to his environment. 

Otp OpapiaH.”’ 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Protapsus oF THE Recrum in a Foat, ANDRE’S 
Surure—Rapm Cure.—By Prof. A. Lazar, Tou- 
louse Veterinary School. 


Protrusion of the rectum is a very frequent acci- 
dent in all species and of any age. Numerous pro- 
cedures of retention are advised for the prevention of 
its return after reduction. Among them, the suture 
of André, which constitutes, as this author says, an 
artificial anal sphincter is recommended especially to 
the notice of practitioners in prolapsus of the rectum 
In dogs. To execute this, a needle furnished with a 
Plece of strong twist is passed through superior part 
of the anus, below the tail anda centimetre from the 
: der of the anal aperture; stitches are made at 
al points around the anus until within a centi- 
- ~ from the point of starting. The ends of the 
a ure are then drawn together and tied. The anal 
mare 18 80 closely restricted that passage of the 

finger into the anus is only possible yet the 

8 will be able to be evacuated. 
tanks Labat uses it currently in the Clinique of the 
on hary School for small animals, and he says it 
"Y &xceptional to see the expulsive efforts over- 


eat resistance of the suture and reproduce pro- 
dogs tis therefore the choicest procedure for 


» young pigs, lambs, etc. 


Service to It may also render 


other animals as the following example will 


double twine. 
the passing of the needle at the various points, an 
assistant had his hand passed up the rectum in order 
to maintain the rectum and its mucous membrane 
well in place. At the time of tying the ends the 
hand was slowly withdrawn and the ends tightened 
in such a manner as to leave the anal opening so as 
to allow the index finger to easily pass through. 


Prove, 


A foal, aged six weeks, was attacked with prolapsus 
of the rectum which was not attributed to either 
accident or diarrhoea, or constipation, The tumour 
was about 10 centimetres in size and reduction was 
brought about without difficulty. A few hours later 
a recurrence took place and this time the extroverted 
mass was slightly larger. Next day, before a second 
reduction was accomplished, the tumefied mucous 
membrane was deeply and abundantly scarified to 
facilitate its return. The result was still ephermal ; 
soon after the bowel came down again. The ulterior 
attempts to reduce it had proved fruitless, and as on 
the other hand the tumour increased in size and had 
a bad aspect, the owner decided to take the foal to 
the School. The prolapsus of the rectum had now 
existed a week. The mass had an elongated ovoid 


form, was 18 centimetres in length and from 8 to 9 
centimetres in diameter, at its middle part which was 


the widest. 
The surface was marked with score of wounds of 1 


to 3 centimetres in length affecting the whole thick- 
ness of the mucous membrane, having mortified 
edges, which resulted from the scarifications pre- 
viously performed. 
purple, hot, and painful. 
pulpy in consequence of the contact and having to 
support the tail. 
entirety. 


The colour of the mass was 
Its superior face was 


The rectum was everted in its 


The animal was thrown and the mass carefully 


dressed with a 10 per cent. emulsion of creolin, the 
necrosed fragments of the lips of the wounds were 
excised ; all the impurities which soiled the tumour 
were removed. ‘I'he mass was afterwards smeared all 
over with a little boric vaselin. 
was performed by methodical and progressive pressure. 
The subject resisted and made energetic expulsory 
effects, during which the operative mancuvres were 
suspended, and the operator confined himself to 
maintaining the tumour and preventing escape of 
the portion already returned. The total reduction 
was effected, not without trouble. 
mained in the rectum to oppose the recurrence of the 
inversion, because the foal made violent expulsory 
efforts. 
ceased. 


Finally reduction 


One hand re- 
At the end of about ten minutes these efforts 


André’s suture was then used, using a strong 
During the whole time necessary for 


This opening was thought to be sufficient for the 


evacuation of feces, which will be rendered soft and 
liquid by a special treatment. 
to get up and was then led back to the box occupied 
by its mother, and he commenced to suck. He strain- 
ed a few times, but these efforts were not very ener- 
getic and shortly ceased. 


The foal was allowed 


The straining was repeated several times during 


the day. The day passed, however, on the whole in 
a rather favourable manner. 
to freely suck his mother and, moreover, he received, 


The foal was allowed 
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in three doses, 60 grammes (about two ounces) of 


oily manna dissolved in milk. Defscation took place 
without difficulty, passing of feces did not strain the 
suture. The anal and perineal region was washed 


with a 1 per cent. solution of lysol. The following | pe 


two days the same external cleanliness and the ad- 
ministration of the same dose of oily manna were ob- 
served ; the excrement was soft and there were no 
expulsive efforts. 

The fourth day all seemed normal. The foal had 
all the appearances of health. A few points of the 
suture commenced to ooze, as it appeared to be of 
no further use was removed. The administration of 
the greasy manna and the washing with 1 per cent. 
solution of lysol of the anus perineum and thighs 
were continued. Four days after the functions of the 
anal sphincter had become normal, the rectum’ re- 
mained fixed in its natural position, prolapsus was 
not reproduced. The cured foal quitted the infirmary 
and recovery was maintained.—Revue Vétérinaire, 
Sept. 1st, 1898. 

H. G. 


On tHE Porasstum lopme Treatment or 
Fever.—By Nevermann, of Bremervorde. 


Nevermann gives accounts of 8 casesgtreated by 
him with injections of 10 grammes of potassium 
iodide and hypodermic injections of caffeine sodium 
benzoate. He had seven recoveries out of the 8 cases 
and says in his mind there is no doubt that the re- 
coveries were not due to chance but to the potassium 
iodide injection. Secondary illnesses were never 
noted and especially were no inflammations of the 
udder noticed. The first milk drawn away after the 
injections was not curdled and was normal in colour, 
smell, and taste. This seems extraordinary after the 
two articles dissenting to Schmidt’s treatment which 
appeared in Nos. 29 and 31 of this paper. It seems 
tome that the establishing of this disapproval re- 
quires more minute examination. 

Meyer, of Leese, has treated five cases with potas- 
sium iodide without one recovery, but five necessary 
slaughters. In oneanimal Meyer thinks that neces- 
sary slaughter was perhaps undertaken too early. 
I myself generally do not judgments as to proba- 
bilities of life or death. Cases 1 and 8 of mine 
suffered so severely that one could scarcely expect a 
recovery and yet both animals survived. Necessary 
slaughter may therefore lead to quite wrong judg- 
ments being formed. Itappears therefore to be very 
prudent not to reckon necessary slaughier as proving 
the small value of the treatment, but to estimate them 
as = Aeaamaaa value either for or against the treat- 
ment. 

The vaiue of the new method of treatment i 
shown by the published accounts by Clecasin, 
Ebling, Holm, Kaiser, Dr. Kiinnemann Kubas- 
chewki, Schmidt, of Buxtehud, and Tempel. Count- 
ting their reported cases and those of mine reported 
in this article we have a total of 65 cases with 56 
recoveries, 7 deaths and two necessary slaughters 
giving a loss of 13°8 per cent. 

_if we except 4 cases from the above i 
died of pneumonia and one from habntlities we 


medulla oblongata, we get 5 losses out of 61 cases or 
per cent. 
It seems highly probable that taking a great nun. 


ber of cases the losses might be fairly estimated as 10 & 


r cent., indeed results in Denmark seem to con. 
firm this, for there out of 500 cases the published 
statistics give 90 per cent. of recoveries. As neces. 
sary slaughters seems to prove nothing it seems 
necessary that one should not only treat the cows 
but the owners. 

It might be worth while to lay stress on the fac. 
that the treatment is a new one, and that an immet 
diate improvement is not to be expected, but patient 
hourly expectation of improvement to be indulged in. 

I put on one side theoretical consideration of the 
efficacy of the treatment and the cause of milk fever, 

ot altogether being inclined to accept the conclu- 
sions of Schmidt, of Kolding, on this point. I am 
only concerned in inquiring whether Schmidt, as | 
believe he has, has supplied us with a remedy for 
milk fever. 

This conclusion can only be arrived at by means of 
statistics. Iam also of opinion that the time for an 
enquiry by veterinary surgeons on this subject has 
arrived, there can be no doubt that by far the greater 
number of milk fever cases in this country, as veter- 
inary literature proves, are treated with potassium 
iodide. I think also that if summaries of veterinary 
surgeon’s experiences with this treatment could be 
collected and published, a definite answer as to the 
value of the treatment could be arrived at. 

Iam ready to summarise statistics if sent into me 
up to October 1st, and to put them together and pub- 
lish them as has already been done in Denmark. 

G. M. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The usual quarterly meeting was held at the Grand 
Hotel, Manchester, on the Ist. instant. J. McKinna, 
Esq., presiding, and the following members also attended: 
Messrs H. D. Chorlton, E. Faulkner, Peter Gilles 
Hy. Hall, Alfred Holburn, T. Hopkin, Joseph Ken all, 
Sam Locke, H. Locke (hon. sec.), E. H. Stent, W. A 
Taylor, Chas. Ward, and J. B. Wolstenholme, Matr 
chester; A. New, Aston-under-Lyne ; A. Munro, Al- 
trincham ; W. Kendall, Barrow-in-Furness ; 
Dobie, Birkenhead ; T. J. Davies, Bootle ; J. H. Carte 
Burnley; R. J. Bailey, W. Noar, and W. Packmat, 
Bury ; J. Norbury, Chelford ; R. C. Edwards, Chestet, 
R. O. Stafford, Crewe ; E. S. Gubbin, Glossop; 
Gartside Mayor, Kirkham ; Jas Marshall, Knutsford ; 
Robt. Roberts, Liverpool ; R. Hughes, Owestry ; i 
Challinor, Pendlebury; Ben Ferrie, and A. M. Michae!s 
Stockport ; and Wm. Woods, Wigan. The — 
were Messrs. S. G. Chellew, Deans, Bisho Aucklan¢: 
J. J. Garside, H.C. Harrison, A. H. Hart, H.A. Tum 
R. 8. White, Glossop ; and D. Wyllie. nol 

The SECRETARY announced letters of apology for ket 
attendance from Messrs. Dixon, H. H. Ferguson, a 
Hodgkins, A. and J. Lawson, Jos. Abson, and 


kenzie. read 
The minutes of last meeting were taken 4 
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the motion ot Mr. W. A. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 


The SECRETARY having read the minutes of a special 
meeting held to consider a letter from the Veterinary 
Congress, Dublin, the same were approved. 


ELECTIONS AND NOMINATIONS. 


Mr. R. J. Bartey, M.R.C.V.S., Bury, was elected a 
member of the Association upon Mr. 
sition, which was seconded by Mr. H. Locke. Mr. 

| Hopexins, M.R.C.V.S., Hanley, was also elected a 
member, the resolution being 
and seconded by the President. 

The PRESIDENT nominated Mr. CHARLES DRABBLE, 
M.R.C.V.S., Bradford, and Mr. H. Locke nominated 
Mr. W. Kenpatt, M.R.C.V.S., Manchester ; while Mr. 
Woods nominated Mr. Ratpo Rimmer, M.R.C.V.S., of 


proposed by Mr. H. Locke, 


A notice of resignation from Mr. F. W. Hall having 
been laid upon the table it was moved by Mr. Carter, 
and seconded by Mr. Fauikner, that it be accepted with 


he President and Mr. Wolstenholme, who were 
delegated by the Society to represent it at the Royal 
Congress on Public Health, held in Dublin, August 18th 
to 231d, made their report, in which they spoke most 
highly of the number and excellence of the papers read 
and discussed in the Veterina 
generous hospitality afforded to them by the officers of 
the Congress, the Lord Mayor of Dublin, and other 
gentlemen of position and influence in the 
It was resolved that the President and members of the 
Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association having 
heard the report of their delegates, desire to convey to 
the President and Executive Officers of the Congress, 
that a unanimous vote of thanks was accorded them for 
the immense field of scientific usefulness which was | p 
opened out, and for the most generous hospitality given 
to the Society’s representatives. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. Wolstenholme 
and carried unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT having read a letter respecting Inter- 
national Congress to be held at Baden-Baden, it was 
moved by Mr. Wolstenholme, and seconded by Mr. 
Carter, that the subject be postponed until the December 


Section, and of the 


Trish capital. 


ON DILATATION OF THE CAPSULE OF THE 
HOCK AND STIFLE JOINTS IN HORSES AND 
THEIR TREATMENT. 
By Professor McCa.t. 


Dilatation of one or both of these capsules is a fre- 
vent occurrence. It is the bane of horse breeding, and 
the cause of many a good colt being castrated 
etwise would have been kept entire. As a pro- 
are frequently consulted and requested to 
larged joints ; we frequently do so and have 

we often fail in reducing them, in fact 
have had much experience in their treat- 
let them alone, or at most content them- 
outward application of some stimulating 
t adhesive plaster. 

Nn 1s recognised by a more or less marked 
sule of the joints, but the hock 
most exclusively attacked. This 
arance early in life and be 
or it may not appear till 
eor shortly after, the foal has been 
dam. In some cases there never was 
eat in the joint, nor pain on pressure, 
n other instances these have 


May make its a 


on Increase of h 


later. In some cases the animals grow up perfect speci- 
mens of their kind with the exception of the distended 
capsules; in other cases they are never sound, but 
markedly lame if pulling heavy loads. In short in one 
animal it is a serious defect, in another of not much 
consequence, but in all it justly renders them legally 
unsound. 

If the affection is confined to the hock joint the dila- 
tation may gradually disappear without treatment of any 
kind. Ihave had quite a number of such cases. But if 
the affection attacks the stifle joints the enlargement is 
certain to remain, unless removed by aspirating the 
joint. The disease in its mildest form consists in an 
excessive secretion of synovia which, pressing unduly 
on the synovial membrane and its delicate fibrous cap- 
sule, leads to a passive dilatation of these structures. Tt 
is generally described as a hydrops articuli or “ dropsy 
of the joint,” but an examination of the liquid drawn by 
aspirating the joint, has shown it to possess the usual 
characters of a normal synovial fluid. 

As all practical veterinarians know, dilated capsules 
of the hock are very common, and whether large or small 
they are generally denominated “ bog spavins” render- 
ing the animals so designated legally unsound, but I 
venture to say in 95 cases out of 100 in no way affecting 
the animals’ usefulness and powers of endurance. I re- 

at that I have paid the greatest attention to these en- 
arged capsules of the hock or so-called “bog spavins,” 
and rarely, in comparison to their numbers, have I found 
lameness in the hock to be associated with their pre- 
sence. Indeed, if the horse please me in other respects 
and has the power of free flexion and extension of the 
hock joints, while I cannot pass the animal as sound, I 
seldom reject him. On the other hand if a horse has an 
enlarged stifle, however small, I neither pass that 
animal, nor do I advise his purchase even at a reduced 
rice. 

Both affections are similar in character, why then it 
may be asked, does the hock affection so seldom end in 
disease of the structures of the joint and consequent 
lameness, whereas the ultimate result of the stifle affec- 
tion is the reverse? Several reasons can be adduced. 

In the first place quite a number of conditions do lead 
to temporary distension of the capsules of the hocks, but 
which have no such affect on the stifles. 

I will name a few of the more important: (1) Con- 
formation. A horse with a straight conformation of hind 
limb invariably has the capsules of his hock joints dis- 
tended, and the straighter the limb the more pronounced 
is the swelling, or so-called “bog spavin” in front. In 
Scotland we have a family of Clydesdale hurses in which 
this conformation is conspicuous. The celebrated “ Prince 
of Wales” stallion belonged to this family, and being 
one of the best and most impressive of sires, he has 
trausmitted the same conformation of hocks to a large 
number of his progeny. He lived twenty years, and on, 
an average would serve a hundred mares per annum. 
When four years old on account of the conformation of 
his hocks he was condemned for “ bog spavins,” and lost 
the prize for which he was contending. I knew the horse 
during the whole of his life, he never was lame, nor the 
size of his hocks altered, and to the day of his death his 
action was the admiration of Clydesdale breeders. “ Bog 
spavin” is generally defined as an enlargement of the 
capsule of the hock, due to an inflammation affecting the 
synovial membrane, a synovitis, but in the case to which 
I have referred and all similar distensions of the capsules 
of the hock joints synovitis plays no part in the réle, and 
therefore I make it my study to operate on such hocks. 
Nor do I look upon the animal as unsound from disease, 
but point out the condition as a defect in conformation. 
The straight conformation of limb and hock joint owing 
to the greater extension of the joint and consequent 
ressing forward of the synovial fluid when the joint is 


he first, or were exhibited sooner or 
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bulging outwards and inwards of the capsule, and it thus 
becomes a permanent defect, and no treatment will re- 
duce the swelling. 

(2) A second cause of dilatation of the capsule of the 
hock joints is a weak conformation of limbs with loose 
jointsand big bodies. Such animals leaping with their 
ore limbs on their mother’s back and walking on the 
two hind limbs in this position are apt to have enlarge- 
ments not only of the capsules of the hock but likewise 
of the stifle. ; 

A third cause of enlarged hocks is a want of exercise 
combined with high _—— A promising two-year-old 
entire colt is shut up in a loose box and heavily fed for 
show purposes, ten to one his hocks commence to fill, 
and become dilated, and if more exercise is not given and 
less food, the dilatation becomes a permanent one. I 
have known animals castrated for the sole reason that 
the size of the hocks rendered them unable to gain a 
prize, and after they had been castrated and turned out 
to grass the swelling entirely disappear, and that without 
treatment of any kind. 

An increase of the quantity of the synovial secretion 
and consequent distension of the capsule of the hock 
joint and its reabsorption is a frequent occurrence, if the 
conformation be a gocd one, but if the conformation be 
faulty it remains; and therefore in the first case we 
should hesitate to aspirate the hock joint, and in the 

second case absolutely refuse to do so. 

Now coming to the stifle joint. I have stated that if 
the —— of the stifle has unfortunately become dis- 
tended it remains so, and not only so but in the majority 
of cases the fluid increases and the tissues of the joint 
from a chronic inflammation undergo structural altera- 
tions. I think several reasons can here again be assigned 
The stifle joint is the most complicated joint in the body, 
its ligaments are numerous, its capsular ligaments large, 
and loosely attached to and supported by the surround- 
ing textures, in order to permit of freedom of movement. 

In the act of flexion of the joint the synovial fluid is 

forcibly pressed inwards and downwards, and the fat and 

straight ligaments being unable to resist the tension 
from within gradually relax. The patella is thus forced 
out from the trochlea of the femur, the fluid gravitates 
downwards and underneath the straight ligaments, and 
the characteristic swelling due to a bulging of the 
synovial membrane thus makes its appearance. Now, 
unlike the capsule of the hock, when once the capsule of 
the stifle has become distended and dilated it remains 
so. This swelling may only be the size of a pigeon’s egg, 
or as large as an infant’s head. At first, and sometimes 
for a period of years it feels soft and elastic to the touch 
but sooner or later as a rule it becomes hard and firm, 
and the animal stiff or markedly lame. The hardness is 
associated with thickening of the capsule, but more 
particularly the synovial membrane from a chronic 
synovitis, and the disease, as time goes on, is also prone 
to attack the synovial membrane surrounding the con- 
dyles of the femur, more particularly the inner condyle 

cartilages of the femur, as also the fibr ilagi 

discs and the head of the tibia. er 
The naked eye detects on post-mortem marked 
changes in the discs, in the centre they are of a pulpy 
consistence and instead of being white and glistening 
yellowish brown in colour, and the fibres surrounding 

their circumference broken as if torn with the point of a 

needle, the synovial membrane is thickened, of a red 

colour, and presents long villous processes not unlike 
placental membrane, and the synovial fluid is blood 
Such structural changes can in no way be infeed 
for good by any known means of treatment, for osseous 
ankylosis, owing to the gliding movemements of the 
similunar dises on the head of the tibia, can never re- 
sult. It is therefore folly and a waste of time and means 


to aspirate the stifle joint when the femuro tibial articu- 
lation has become affected. 

Before I became sufficiently instructed in the diagnosis 
of this form of disease of the stifle, I tried all known 
remedies, as for example pyro-puncture, blistering, seton- 
ing, etc., and allowing months cf_rest, but in the end 
slaughter had to be resorted to. Now, however, if no 
decided benefit is effected by treatment and rest in about 
one month I advise immediate slaughter, no matter how 
valuable the horse may appear, and the post-mortem 
revelations have not only always confirmed the diag. 
— but satisfied me that the course adopted is the 


t. 

The diagnostic symptoms of disease of the femer- 
tibial articulation are straight carriage of the toe, and 
when wheeled turning lightly on the affected limb, or 

ore frequently turning on the sound limb and refusing 
% use the lame one. In the trot, hopping on the three 
sound and carrying the lame one well up. A horse with 
caries of the hock also hops on three and carries the 
lame one, but the hock is not flexed and the toe is al- 
most in contact with the ground, the reverse is the posi- 
tion, viz., powerful flexion of the joint and consequent 
high carriage of the toe. Then, again, when standing 
undisturbed the toe of the lame limb rests lightly on the 
ground and is placed rather in front of the other foot, a 
continuous pain being felt ; the foot is at short intervals 
moved spasmudically forwards, and gives the idea as if 
he was desirous of grasping something with the toe of 
the foot. Occasionally the limb is pulled up, the hock 
firmly and completely flexed and kept in this flexed 
position for a length of time. In again extending ot 
lowering the limb, it is observed to be done as it were il 
mai the first, second, and third acts slowly performed 
and with evident pain, and the last act of extension 
like the last act of flexion completed with a spasmodit 
jerk. The marked wasting of the muscles above the 
stifle and over the quarters is also so far confirmatory 
the diagnosis, out [ attach more importance to th 
exhibited by the animal when at rest in the 
stall. 

Coming now to the subject of treatment of thes 
dilated capsules by aspiration, I may remark in passilg 
that 30 years ago I aspirated a few “ sponng hocks” al 
“distended bursal” using a clear glass bottle ; the al 
within which I had exhausted by a small air pump, bit 
my success did not warrant its continuance. 
method of treatment has been revised by my friend 
pupil, Mr. Deans, veterinary surgeon, Bishop Aucklap 
and in his hands I understand that it has been attend 
with a considerable amount of success. “| 

The instrument which Mr. Deans uses and which 
now show you, is an ingenious one, and in practice 
have found it simple and thoroughly efficient. 
Deans has placed in our hands the instrument ane 
has been further pleased to take his professional bre 
ren into his confidence and to tell them the contents’ 
the liquid which, after aspirating the joint, he injé® 
Such conduct is worthy of all praise, and in mark" 
trast to the course pursued by some members of the vn 
fession, and I am sure meets with your as well as 
own unqualified approbation and thanks. 

But allow me to say that aspirating joints 8 ne 
remedy to be lightly undertaken, indeed the very ona a 
and we as a profession must be very care ul how ron 
recommend or willingly lend ourselves to the pe dub 
ance of the operation. That it is an hazardous a" 
certain vperation I have no hesitation 10 assert’ ow 
being so your duty and mine clearly is to acqual great 
client with the fact that in some cases It ~ and 
success, in others a complete failure or even, WO") 
in all, if the operation be thoroughly perform q there 
the joint exhausted of its synovial secretion 4M 
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pain and suffering for not less than 24 hours. If after | get rid of the ene, although the animal was never 


this the client decides to run all risks then the subject 
should be prepared for the operation. 

In casting the horse I prefer the hobbles to the side- 
line, for this reason. To my mind it is all important 
that only one puncture of the joint should be made, and 
that neither bone nor cartilage of incrustation should be 
injured by the point of the needle, and for these and 
other reasons which will suggest themselves to you I 
consider that it is imperative that the animal be chloro- 
formed. If the animal be not chloroformed (probably 
cocaine may be found to suffice) he struggles much, and 
I have thus seen the needle bent, the capsule punctured 
several times and but little of the fluid removed, or the 
liquid injected. Ido not say that the operation cannot 
be done without the administration of the anesthetic, 
but being a grave operation in so far as the future of the 
animal is concerned, every precaution should be adopted, 
and therefore I not only place the animal under chloro- 
form but also shave the hairs and render aseptic the 
wound and instruments employed. The operation hav- 
ing been successfully performed the limb operated on 
should be taken out of the hobble and freely flexed and 
extended a few times, so as to distribute the injection all 
over the joint and thus prevent its acting more on one 
point of the synovial membrane than the other. 

In a meeting such as this it is unnecessary reviewing 
the very varied anatomo- pathological conditions which 
may result from aspirating a joint. The structural 
changes produced may be trivial, amounting to no more 
than a slight thickening and contraction of the capsular 


is exactly what is desired ; or intense and extensive 
inflammation of the synovial membrane, thickening and 
hardening of the capsule, no decrease in its dimensions, 
but rather an increase, and lameness in cases where 
lameness had never existed prior to the operation. In 
proof of these averments t will now cite three cases 
all operated on by the method recommended by Mr. 
8. 


n 
No. 1—Bay Clydesdale mare, enlarged capsule or 

bog spavin ” off hock, no use for exhibition purposes. 
After operation took several first prizes, the hocks being 
normal in size and to the feel. 

No. Il—Bay Clydesdale stallion, three years of age, 
enlarged stifle joint, capsule size of a goose egg but soft, 
no lameness, has been blistered several times but with no 
reduction in the size of the swelling. Cast for the 
operation with sideline ; great difficulty in passing the 
needle through the thickened skin, animal struggling 
much. Several punctures made, needle bent ; scarcely 
T synovial fluid aspirated and but little fluid injected. 

eanimal not being under chloroform was allowed to 
ft up immediately after the operation and walked to 
a quite sound. It is nearly four months since this 
- lon Was operated upon, and in a letter from the 
ee of the animal received by me on 22nd August last 
i. the h Tam sorry to report that there is no difference 
the © Aorse’s stifle operated on by Mr. —-——. After 
wien the part slightly swelled and the horse 
or ina somewhat lame, but nothing to fever the. animal 
soft to th im perspire. The swelling is just as before, 

Xo ire touch and about the same size.” 

Was ah rey desdale stallion, three years of age, he 
until — thy foal of good conformation of joints, and 
stifle oie old there was no enlargement of the 
quently He was always a playful foal, and fre- 

; Le. Was observed walking on his two hind feet 

isp Wo fore limbs resting on his mother’s back. 
their aa for generations had no enlargement of 
the strain ¢ enlargement in his case was believed due 
Walking on his bing {aint Produced by his so frequently 


either stiff or lame. e swelling affected the near stifle 
and in size and character was the identical same as No.2, 
but rather if anything Jess in size. The horse was cast 
and secured by hobbles, chloroformed, the joint aspirated, 
and by one puncture of the needle the whole contents of 
the stifle joint were drained off and thereafter Dean’s 
fluid injected. The fluid withdrawn proved normal 
synovia, and in quantity measured three ounces. The 
horse never moved under the operation and lay for ten 
minutes thereafter, and when allowed to rise he walked 
almost on three limbs back to his box. For twenty-four 
hours he suffered the most excruciating pain, lay down 
and got up frequently, breathed hurriedly and perspired 
profusely. He drank a little water, but refused all food. 

In 12 hours after the operation the capsule of the 
stifle was larger than ever and the heat intense. When 
in the erect position he stood on three limbs and obsti- 
nately refused to move. 

About the 3rd day after the operation he could mark 
the foot on the ground, but sti!l carried no weight with it. 

In a week hecould walk in a way to the doors of his 
loose box, but carefully avoided carrying much weight on 
the maimed limb. 

In a fortnight he could use the limb, and what a 
blessing, for the other hind limb from so long carrying 
the entire weight had failed him. 

On Saturday last he presented a sorry picture of his 
former self, having lost his middle piece and unable to 
do more than craw! along at a snail’s pace with his hind 
limbs : and worse than all the stifle joint is larger than 
ever, and the muscles above it especially the trice 
couralis are less in volume from want of exercise. e 
also now walks on the point of the toe on the limb 
operated on and does not allow the heels of the shoe to 
touch the ground. 

How this case may finally terminate no one can say, 
but as the animal is my property he will receive, as he 
has received, every attention, and I shall be pleased to let 
you know the result. 

The prescription recommended by Mr. Deans “as an 
injection after the synovia has been drawn from the 
joint” is: 

Hydrarg. perchlor grs. xxx. 

Spts. vini meth. 3i- 

Inject about Zij. into each joint ; and as | should like a 
discussion to follow the reading of this paper, I shall 
take the liberty in order to raise the discussion, of saying 
that I incline to the opinion, firstly, that the fluid injec- 
ted is too concentrated and too much of an irritant to 
the delicate synovial membrane ; secondly, that only a 
roportion, and not the whole synovial fluid within the 
joint, should be aspirated at one operation. 


Discussion. 


Mr. Woops (Wigan) said he rose with very great 
pleasure to thank Professor McCall for his admirable 
paper, which was both practical and scientific, and 
treated upon a subject of vital importance to them. They 
all knew that the Professor was a successful breeder of, 
and a recognised authority on, Clydesdale horses, which 
were troubled with bog spavins, especially the young ones. 
His treatment of bog spavins had always been to leave 
them alone where they did not cause lameness. He had 
found this to be most successful, but, of course, in speak- 
ing of Professor McCall's animal its work was in the show 
ring, and if it could be made to go into the ring its value 
was more than doubled. In these circumstances it might 
be advisable occasionally to treat bog ag in the way 
the Professor had done. Continuing, Mr. Woods said he 
had tried various treatments. At the moment he could 
not call to mind any bog spavin that had permanently 


it aving finished service for the season 
™S determined to perform Deans’ operation to 


Jamed a horse. He did not look upon this disease as 
very serious, and even in young badly formed hocks 
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where there were big bog spavins, he found that one or 
two firings and blisterings was sufficient to make that 
animal workably sound. If he found that aspiration 
was a successful treatment—as he was very far from 
convinced that it was—he should like to perform it, 
because it was a scientific treatment. It seemed to him 
that if any air were introduced to the joint very serious 
results would follow. He once had a special leaderette 
devoted to him which stated that he had plucked a 
student for answering, ia connection with a question as 
to operative treatment for bog spavin, that other means 
failing he would not hesitate to open up a bog spavin. 
Certainly, he (Mr. Woods) would not like to open it. 
The practitioner before attempting the operation must 
be very well established and must have the thorough 
contidence of the person who employs him. He never 
saw a bogspavin aspirated. In his father’s time he once 
had the doubtful pleasure of seeing a thoroughpin aspi- 
rated. The result of the aspiration was successful, but 
he did not think his father ever spent a more anxious 
time in his life. The animal eventually recovered and 
the thoroughpin disappeared. He was very interested 
in Professor MeCall’s remarks about stifle enlargement 
associated with lameness, and quite agreed with him 
that the complaint could be diagnosed when the animal 
stood still. They could not always advise a man to kill 
an animal, because if they did, even though they were 
convinced that it would not get better the owner would 
not be very well satisfied. He had certainly setoned, 
fired, in fact done everything but open them. If aspira- 
tion had cured those cases he should feel inclined to 
aspirate. He was not, however, speaking of, those cases 
where there was ulceration of the joint. tIf he were 
brave enough to aspirate he would hesitaze to inject 
the fluid recommended by Mr. Deans, as it caused such 
an amount of irritation. 

Mr. FAULKNER thought all those who had seen a fair 
amount of practice must agree with the deductions the 
Professor had drawn as the result of his observations and 
experience, both clinical and otherwise. To his mind 
there was, as a rule, an appreciable difference between 
stifle joint and hock distension, in fact it would be found 
that in the majority of cases of stifle joint trouble in 
both young and matured animals it was attended with a 
considerable degree of inflammatory action, lameness, 

ain, and more or less destructive processes. In hock 
Joint dilatation, or distension, he found, as a rule, that 
95 per cent. of those cases were animals that went sound 
although the bog spavin remained without inflammatory 
action, and the town practitioner was not called upon to 
interfere because the animals were invariably useful. 
The chief need for treatment arose, as the Professor 
had amply illustrated, with regard to hock distension, in 
breeding studs and show animals. Frequently he had 
seen in Shires distended hocks and it had been avery 
important consideration for the owners whether they 
could possibly reduce those hocks so as to make the 
animals fit for exhibition. The practitioner was .at 
times puzzled as to what best to advise his clients. Like 
Professor McCall and Mr. Woods he had endeavoured to 
temporise and leave things alone, suggesting that in all 
probability the animals might grow out of it as they be- 
came more mature, provided of course they were not 
forced too much and had a fair amount of exercise This 
advice had yielded good results at times. As yet he had 
not been heroic enough to aspirate the stifle joint. and it 
would require a very great deal to induce him to do so. 
at the same time if Mr. Deans could tell them whether 
from his experience with his new aspirator and injecting 
fluid, he had obtained good results in bog s avin he 
would be disposed to try it. Concluding, Mr. Faulkner 
— his indebtedness to Professor McCall for the 
able manner in which he had handled the subject and 
for his kindness in bringing it before the Association. 

Mr. WoLsTeNHOLME thanked Prof. McCall for the 


excellent and practical paper which he had given to 
them. It seemed to him that operative treatment in 
the case of bog spavin was one which would be practi- 
cally restricted to valuable cart horses—either animals 
intended for the stud, or those which were kept for show 
purposes—and that in his experience bog spavin was 
rarely the cause of permanent lameness in the class of 
horses which came under his observation, that was to 
say horses for business purpuses. He endorsed what the 
Professor had said as to the fact that many so seeming 
bog spavins in colts gradually diminished, and by the 
time the animals had reached maturity, say 5 or 6 years, 
had entirely disappeared. His attention had been par- 
ticularly directed to this subject by a statement which 
the late Mr. Peter Taylor had made many years ago in 
the Society, that such was his experience, and that he 
(pr. Wolstenholme) had taken pains to note that such 

as the case. He well remembered a particular case in 
which there was first inflammation with great distension 
of the stifle joint and afterwards of one hock of a cart 
foal. ‘The hock attained an enormous size, and was 9 
until the animal was about three years old, when it 
gradually receded, and the one could not be distinguished 
from the other at the age of six. With respect to the 
stifle joint, he had noticed a number of cases havi 
symptoms similar to those which the Professor had 
described. He presumed that Professor McCall referred 
more especially to dropsy or distension of the capsule 
of the joint between the femur and tibia, in contra-dis- 
tinction to a dropsical condition of the bursa beneath the 
patella, as it was common experience for the latter con- 
dition to be removed by absorption frequently when such 
condition had been due to an injury. He, himself, had 
suffered with a floating patella through coming down 
with a horse, but the fluid was absorbed in the course of 
some weeks without surgical interference. Mr. Woods had 
referred to the position taken up by the examiners as to 
operative treatment for bog spavin. He (Mr. Wolster 
holme) had been answered by students that other means 
failing they would not hesitate to open up a bog spavil, 
not simply aspirate the enlargement but open it up 1 
the manner one would treat a superficial abscess. Speak- 
ing for himself, he failed to conceive how it was poss 
ble that any examiner could accept such an answer & 
satisfactory. 

Mr. R. Hucues (Oswestry) thanked Prof. McCall for 
his practical paper, the subject of which was undoubtedly 
of vital importance to breeders of horses for show pur 
poses and early maturity, inasmuch as these adi 
were the most frequently affected. y 

Mr. G. Mayor expressed his indebtedness 
to Prof. McCall for his valuable paper. ‘While he had 
never been courageous enough to operate upon @ bog 
spavin, he had on thoroughpins, and generally with satis- 
factory results—he had no disastrous results. He 
always scrupulously abstained from interfering wl 
thoroughpins when there was any bog spavinatal abou 
the hock. He might say that the rofessor’s rematt 
had rather blanked his hopes and anticipations 10 
to the suggested operation. t all 

Mr. W. A. TayLor after congratulating Prof. M vod 
upon his valuable paper said they looked to aaah 
doubtless his clients did, as to the last court of ap 
but were they, as ordinary practitioners, to advise 
destruction of a horse suffering from disease of the 
after it had been in existence for a month oy, e 
probabilities were that they would lose their client. os 
did not think that the Professor had brought for 
the two conditions of joint as being analogous, ome 
anything he said in his paper would lead them a poe 
such, for one condition seemed to be a pathologie ie 
dition and the other simple dilatation without the he bal 
The latter condition was often seen—at least pear 1? 
marked it in the straight leg, and it would Fhe book 
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which was perpetuated from sire to offspring and from | A hearty vote of thanks was unanimously accorded Mr. 


dam to offspring, and he had 


no necessity to traverse | Deans, on the motion of Mr. Faulkner, which was secon- 


what Prof. McCall had said as to the prominence of the | ded by Mr. J. H. Carter. 

synovial capsule in certain breeds of cart horses, this} Mr. Sam Locke moved a vote of thanks to the Presi- 
being the natural result of the straight hocks found in | dent and Mr. Wolstenholme for their report in connec- 
Shires and Clydesdale horses. The forcing system of | tion with their visit to the Veterinary Congresss held in 
breeders, whose desire was to have a horse at two years | Dublin. 

old as big as a four-year-old, had a great deal to do with | Mr. G. G. Mayor proposed, and Mr. Packthan second- 


bog spavin. 


Another cause was allowing very young | ed that the best thanks of the meeting be given to the 


sires to serve mares, and he believed that at such a time | President for his able conduct in the chair. The proposal 


in the case of the male the 
' was forced upon the joint. 


of treatment by aspiration. 


reatest possible extension | was carried with enthusiasm. 
ith regard to the treat-| Mr. Henry Hatw having seconded the motion the 
ment of these cases he confessed to ignorance of the mode | proceedings terminated. 
He quite understood Mr. 
Dean’s aspiration for removing the fluid from the joint, 
but did not understand why he injected such a fluid into 
the joint unless it was to produce plastic inflammation. 
He apprehended that under no circumstances where there 


THE LATE CAPTAIN HASLAM. 
Nairobe, July 23rd. 1898. 


was lameness would Mr. Deans venture to perform aspir- | Dear Sir, 
ation on the joint, and he could only assume that Prof. 


McCall’s devotion to the science they all followed led him | natives be 


oe Haslam, A.V.D., was killed by some 
onging to the Wakikuyu tribe, near here, on 


to permit one of his colts to be operated on in that | Sunday last, July 17th. i 
manner. If experiments were not performed science | Captain Haslam, who was up country at the time 


© would remain at a standstill, and it was a matter for | superintending preventive treatment of cattle against 


congratulation to see a gentleman, who was at the head | rinderpest, left this station a few days ago with the 


of the professio 


had d 


of bog spavin the 


going in for research as Prof. McCall 


n 
one. Mr. Taylor asked whether in any of the cases 


rofessor had tried pressure by means 


of a truss and with what result. 

Mr. Deans expressed an opinion that distension of the 
stifle and distension of the capsule of the hock were two 
different things altogether. After the use 


of his new aspirator he said the operation sho) 


always 


be done under chloroform and carefully. Having 
operated upon hundreds of cases, all on Clydesdale 
breeders, without any bad results he had every confi- 
dence in the success of the operation. No subsequent 
treatment was*necessary. The animal should be walked 
about so as to diffuse the liquid throughout the joint. 
Mr. J. H. Carrer asked Mr. Woods if after the 


aspiration for thoro 
weights to the hock. 


ughpin he used any pressure or 


Mr. Wm. Woops : Two pieces of tow and a bandage. 
Professor McCatt: Do I understand, Mr. Deans, 


stifle. 


_- you do not recommend this operation for distended 


Mr. Deans: Yes, if the history was such that the 


animal had dis 


tended stifle fora year or so, and there 


Was no disease of the condyles. 
rofessor McCALL said he drew three ounces of fluid 
anu then injected the fluid recommended by Mr. Deans. 
® question arose as to whether he did not draw off too 
fluid. (Mr. Deans: It is quite possible). If this 


much 
fluid which h 


e injected really was safe to be used why 


did it cause such intense pain and suffering ? 


+ PRESIDENT tendered his thanks to Mr. Deans for 
explaining his operation. 


Operation, bu 


This was certainly a splendid 


t he thought the danger lay in the injec- 


re Seine which appeared to set up great febrile dis- 


Mr, Dr AN 
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Taylor, any oPosed by the President, seconded by Mr. 
eart 


8 said he would not like them to go away 
Nopupression that the operation was an unreliable 
ot one case out of a hundred set up the febrile | able to fin 
€as named by Professor McCall. They need 
ghtest fear of performing the operation | 
€ fluid into bog spavin if there was no | 


Mr. W. Packman, that a very 
given to Prof. McCall for his 


intention of visiting the districts lying on either side of 
the Nairobe river. From accounts brought in by his 
servants and Askairs it appears the Captain, last Sunday 
entered the Wakikuyu' district, his entrance being op- 
posed by members of the above mentioned tribe. Cap- 
tain Haslam endeavoured to point out to them the 
necessity of his so-doing, and on his attempting to push 
forward he was surrounded by numbers of them and 
killed with their spears. He had four Indians with him, 
but unfortunately no ammunition, having finished all he 
had big game shooting. 

Captain Haslam’s death has occasioned widespread 
regret out here. His genial and kindly manner endear- 
ing him to all with whom he came in contact.—Yours 


faithfully, 
Rost. J. Srorpy, M.R.C.V.S. 
Veterinary Officer, Uganda Transport. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


A LIBEL AND AN APOLOGY. 


Dear Sir, 
Will you kindly allow me space in your Record to ex- 
plain that the donation of five guineas, as shown in last 
week’s number against my name, was the amount of a 
fine paid by the Editor of The Man of the World sent 
tu me; together with an ample apology published in the’ 
same paper for a libel on my name in the said paper of 
August 10th, I enclose cuttings of both libel and apology. 
I am now seeking, through my solicitors, a like apology 
and fine from the Editor of The Indian Planters Gazette, 
the originator of the libel. This is an expensive process 
but which I felt bound to undertake both from a pa 
sonal and ae point of view. I trust you will be 
space for this communication in your next. 
—Yours sincerely, 


S. M. Vet.-Capt. 


“ What is known in India as the Mermaid case seems 
to be boiling up for one of those fine official rows which 
only flourish in an eastern atmosphere. Whatever may 
come of any official action, one point will have very 
needful attention called to it, and that is the way in 
which stewards are selected for the smaller meetings. 


There is, generally, a secre who knows something 
of racing, and he has as his vow d and masters the burra 
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sahibs who are asked to meet the Lieut.-Governor at 
official dinners. The Stewards know, as a rule, nothing 
about racing, and their duties are confined to wearing 
rosettes and receiving the great ones of that particular 
part of the land. The secretary does all the work of the 
meeting and represents in himéelf all the stewards, but 
it is only when some decision is called in question by the 
Press and ~— that the hand that sets the puppets 
dancing is brought into prominence. 


The Mermaid case, referred to above, is developing. 
Of the gentlemen concerned in it Mr. F. W. Lethbridge 
is now under arrest in India, as well as Captain Sellar, 
pending the consideration of the notorious “statement 
of facts” submitted “by direction of his stewards.” 
Veterinary Captain S. M. Smith’s transfer to the Civil 
Veterinary Department has been cancelled pending the 
enquiry, and Vet.-Captain Turnbull has been recalled 
from leave in England.” 

August 17th. 

“Tn commenting last week on the Mermaid case, a 
case connected with racing in India, we mentioned the 
name of Veterinary Captain S. M. Smith in connection 
with it. Veterinary Captain S. M. Smith, who is quar- 
tered at Aldershot, was not, and could not possibly be, 
connected in any way with the Mermaid case. He has 
not been near a racecourse for five years, and we were 
absolutely in error in mentioning his name in connection 

with the case. We hasten to correct the statement. We 
regret having given epmeed to the paragraph, we are 

rsonally sorry for the annoyance and vexation it must 

ave given Veterinary Captain 8. M. Smith, and offer 
him our sincere apology.” 


THE POISONING OF CATTLE. 


Sheriff Henderson, Paisley, has given judgment in an 
action at the instance of Mrs. Mary Wylie of Kirk- 
atrick, widow, farmer, Meikleriggs, Paisley, against 
ames Bowie, farmer, Foxbar, Paisley. Pursuer sought 
to recover the sum of £96 17s made up as follows-—£38 
as value of four cows said to have died through foxglove 
poems whilst grazing on the defender’s field ; £30 
ing the amount of depreciation in value in six other 
cows which suffered from poisoning ; five guineas being 
repetition of rent in consequence of pursuer being obliged 
to take her cattle off the field six weeks earlier than the 
period for which she had contracted ; £12 12s being the 
amount expended by the pursuer in feeding her cattle 
during the period she was deprived of the use of the 
field; and £11 being veterinary surgeon’s fees, ete 
Pursuer averred that defender let to her in April 1897, 
the Quarry Field at Foxbar ; that he guaranteed the 
field to graze well and healthily 16 summer calving cows 
ueys, and stirks ; that she put 16 cattle into the field : 
that four cows died through eating foxglove or other 
poisonous growths ; that it was the duty of the defender 
alike by contract and by custom to cleanse the field of 
all noxious weeds including foxgloves ; that defender 
failed to cut down the weeds and that in consequence he 
was liable to pursuer in the sum claimed. Defender ad- 
mitted having let the field, but contended that he did 
not guarantee to graze any number of cattle, and pled 
that it was the duty of the pursuer to cut® down all 
noxious weeds. Sheriff Henderson finds that the cattle 
died in consequence of having eaten foxgloves, but’ that 
had pro¥e that defender guaranteed 
n question to be capable of i 

for the season, and that She field 
reater number than it was capable of grazing the | had 
after consuming all the safe fodder) through Garvation 


eaten poisonous growths. He finds that in Renfrew. 
shire and the immediately adjoining counties where the 

roprietor lets a pasture field for grazing by the season 
= caused the weeds in such pasture to be cut by his 
own ove but it had not been proved that this prac- 
tice prevailed where a tenant farmer let a field for graz- 
ing to a sub-tenant. He assoilzies the defender with 
expenses. 


A Simple Poison Antidote. 


A discovery of the very greatest importance comes 
from America, and is being much discussed in this coun- 
try by medical men. This is tne use of permanganate of 

tash—an article that no household should be without, 

or a pennyworth can be bought of any chemist—as 
an antidote to morphia, opium, and other narcotic 
poisons. 

A Dr. Moor, in the presence of twelve other physicians 
swallowed three grains of morphine—enough to kill any 
man ordinarily-——and immediately thereafter took a 
solution of four grains of permanganate of potash in four 
—_ of water, and the morphine had not the slightest 
effect. 

Considering what an amazing number of cases of 
poisoning by laudanum there are, and how easily obtain- 
able permanganate is, this simple antidote should be 
known to all housewives everywhere.—TZhe Weekly 
Scotchman. 


— 


A QUESTION OF ETHICS. 


Sir. 

On would think that a veterinary periodical was ott 
of the last that would open its columns to a preacher of 
morals. “ Veritas” should remember that it is not the 
fear of future punishment that always prevents crime. 
Individuals who may think that “the end of this life 8 
the end of all things quote from “ Veritas” agail- 
still abstain from crime, and live noble lives.—I att, 
yours faithfully, 

JONAH. 


THE EXAMINATION IN MATERIA MEDICA 
Dear Sir, 

If “ Practice” and “ Four-years’-course ” will tum © 
page 609 of The Veterinary Record of April 16th, 18% 
they will find notice of a resolution that the examin 
tion in materia medica and pharmacy be made a Ph 
tical one, and this resolution, for which I am responsible 
would have come before the Council at their last mé 
ing had it been on the notice board the necessaly time 
It will, however, be dealt with in due course at 


next meeting.— Faithfully yours 
— Wartnabl. 


Communications, Books. ano Papers RECEIVE 


S.M.Smith, Messrs. C. A. Powell, Junr., R. 
A.L. Farrant, H.Locke, G. Wartnaby, G. R. Dudgeot, 
F.B.Jones, A.A. Johnson, J.E. Kitchin, “Jom 
Senex II.” “ Young Obadiah.” he 
Dictionary of Hygiene, by Knyzett & Homftay, 2° 
Derbyxhire and N. Cheshire Advertiser, Snap Shots. 


_ Original articles and reporte should be written 00 
side only of the paper, and authenticated by the names 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 

We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all 
worth bringing under the notice of the professio® 
thankful to any friends who may send us cut 


local papers, containing facts of interest. 
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